
                           
May 6, 2014 
 
Mr. William H. Gates, III 
c/o The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
500 Fifth Avenue North 
Seattle, WA 98109 
 
 
Dear Mr. Gates, 
 
On March 7, 1200 courageous people went on hunger strike at the GEO Group facility 
nearest your headquarters to protest the horrible conditions and basis of their detention. 
On that same day, we first wrote to urge your divestment from GEO Group. After over a 
month without a response, we held a press conference on April 10 at the Foundation’s 
headquarters to call attention to the Gates Foundation Trust's shameful $2.2 million 
investment and the lack of action by you.  
 
We also hand delivered over 10,000 petition signatures from concerned community 
members and Gates Scholars demanding divestment from private prisons. Since then, 
hunger strikers put their bodies on the line for 56 days and more than 10,000 additional 
people joined the call for private prison divestment, but the Gates Foundation Trust has 
still not been moved to action. 
 
Perhaps the Trust hasn't yet moved its money out of private prisons because you are 
not familiar with the horrible reality of GEO Group’s abusive treatment of immigrants as 
a core business practice. We invite you to join us for the annual mother's day vigil 
outside GEO Group's Northwest Detention Center in Tacoma on May 10, where you'll 
be able to talk with family members of the 1300 men and women detained there. The 
families will be able to tell you personally about the pain of their separation from their 
loved ones, and the exploitation of labor, malnourishment, and high commissary and 
phone prices their detained family members face.  
 
Our organizations, our constituents, and our supporters are ready for the Gates 
Foundation Trust to follow the example of other funds, including The United Methodist 
Church, General Electric, the Presbyterian Church USA, Scopia, DSM, Amica, and 
Allianz Asset Management, to divest private prison industry holdings.  
 



Today, we call on the Foundation Trust once again to divest. Mr. Gates, you have 
personally recognized that "the injustice of the current [immigration] system is 
incredible," and your Foundation recently co-established a $25 million college 
scholarship fund for undocumented youth. However, your investments in GEO Group 
undermine your work for immigrant rights and immigration reform. Last year, GEO 
Group lobbied against comprehensive immigration reform. Currently the GEO Group 
identifies among the primary risks to its business as: 
 
"...The demand for our correctional and detention facilities...could be adversely affected 
by changes in existing criminal or immigration laws, crime rates in jurisdictions in which 
we operate, the relaxation of criminal or immigration enforcement efforts, leniency in 
conviction, sentencing or deportation practices, and the decriminalization of certain 
activities that are currently proscribed by criminal laws or the loosening of immigration 
laws….Immigration reform laws which are currently a focus for legislators and politicians 
at the federal, state and local level also could materially adversely impact us."  
 
The Bureau of Prisons, which houses immigrants convicted of the crimes of illegal entry 
and re-entry, U.S. Immigration and Custom Enforcement (“ICE”), and the U.S. Marshals 
Service, accounted for 44.6% of GEO's business last year.  
 
The critical work that the Gates Foundation funds for immigrant communities and 
improved education access, etc., is fundamentally undermined by investments in private 
prisons. 
 
We urge your swift response to this important matter, and we do hope that you will join 
us for the Mother's Day vigil. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Peter Cervantes, Enlace International 
Arturo Carmona, Presente.org 

 
 

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
The divestment demand letter sent to Bill Gates and the Gates Foundation Trust on 
March 7, 2014 was endorsed by the following 28 organizations:  

 
African Services Committee 
Border Network for Human Rights 
Casa Latina 
Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights of Los Angeles (CHIRLA) 
Colectiva Legal del Pueblo 
El Comité Pro-Reforma Migratoria y Justicia Social 
Community Initiatives for Visiting Immigrants in Confinement (CIVIC) 
Council of Mexican Federations (COFEM) 
Detention Watch Network 



Enlace 
Families for Freedom 
Florida Immigrant Coalition (FLIC) 
Grassroots Leadership 
Human Rights Defense Center 
In the Public Interest 
National Alliance of Latin American and Caribbean Communities (NALACC) 
National Network for Immigrant and Refugee Rights 
National People's Action  
Northern Manhattan Coalition for Immigrant Rights  
One America 
Oregon Dream Activist  
Presente.org 
Private Corrections Institute 
Responsible Endowments Coalition 
Rights for All People 
Southwest Workers Union 
United Students Against Sweatshops 
Washington CAN 

	  


